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CHAIRPERSON,

THE DIRECTOR, AU-INTER-AFRICA PHYTOSANITARY COUNCIL,

THE MANAGING DIRECTOR-KEPHIS, PROFESSOR THEOPHILUS MUTUI,
REPRESENTATIVES OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC COMMUNITIES,
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION,
THE HEADS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF HEADS OF NPPOS PRESENT,
REPRESENTATIVES OF RESEARCH BODIES PRESENT,

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

MAY | SIMPLY SAY ALL PROTOCOL OBSERVED,

IT IS A GREAT HONOUR AND PRIVILEGE TO BE AMONG YOU ALL
TODAY AT THIS VERY IMPORTANT EVENT WHICH IS THE THIRD
INTERNATIONAL PHYTOSANITARY CONFERENCE THEMED
ENHANCING PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS FOR HEALTH PLANTS, SAFE
AND SUSTAINABLE TRADE.

LET ME THANK THE KENYA PLANT HEALTH INSPECTORATE SERVICE
(KEPHIS) AND THE MANAGING DIRECTOR, PROFESSOR THEOPHILUS
MUTUI, FOR THE GRACIOUS INVITATION TO DELIVER A KEY NOTE
SPEECH AT THIS CONFERENCE.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

THIS THIRD INTERNATIONAL PHYTOSANITARY CONFERENCE FORMS
PART OF CELEBRATIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PLANT
HEALTH WHICH STARTED AT THE BEGINNING OF 2020. THE THEME OF
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THIS CONFERENCE THEREFORE APPROPRIATELY SPEAKS TO THE
OBJECTIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH. FURTHER,
THE THEMATIC AREAS WHICH ARE: INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PLANT
HEALTH ITSELF; PEST SURVEILLANCE IN PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS;
IMPORT CONTROL AND EXPORT CERTIFICATION IN PHYTOSANITARY
SYSTEMS; PEST DIAGNOSTICS IN  PHYTOSANITARY  SYSTEMS;
EMERGING INNOVATIONS IN  PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS; THE
INDUSTRY ~ ROLE IN  IMPLEMENTATION  OF  SUCCESSFUL
PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS; AND CAPACITY BUILDING, REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK, TRADE NEGOTIATIONS AND COMMUNICATION IN
PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS ALL AUGMENT EFFORTS TO ACHIEVE A
COMPREHENSIVE AND WELL FUNCTIONING PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEM
FOR OUR NATIONS, REGIONS AND THE GLOBE AT LARGE.

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

THE NEGATIVE IMPACT OF PLANT PESTS AND THEIR QUICK SPREAD
ESPECIALLY AS EXACERBATED BY INCREASED GLOBAL TRADE AND
THE EFFECTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE, CANNOT BE OVEREMPHASIZED.
IT IS THEREFORE IMPERATIVE THAT NATIONS, REGIONS, AND THE
GLOBE TAKE NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE ACTIONS TO ENSURE
THAT WE ALL KEEP PACE WITH THESE UNAVOIDABLE EVOLUTIONS IN
THE WORLD WE LIVE IN. THE NECESSARY AND APPROPRIATE ACTIONS
REFER TO THOSE THAT WILL PROMOTE AND ENHANCE
PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS AND THEIR EFFECTIVE IMPLEMENTATION
THE WORLD OVER.

AWARENESS CREATION ON THE IMPORTANCE OF PLANTS TO
VARIOUS FORMS OF LIFE ON EARTH INCLUDING THE ENVIRONMENT

2



AND THE NEED TO PROTECT THESE PLANTS FROM PEST IS A KEY
STARTING POINT. SUPPORT TO IMPLEMENT OR OPERATIONALIZE
SOUND AND EFFECTIVE PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS CAN ONLY BE
OBTAINED FROM  WELL INFORMED AND  CONVINCED
GOVERNMENTS, INSTITUTIONS AND COOPERATING PARTNERS. IT IS
THEREFORE IMPORTANT FOR PARTIES THAT LOBBY FOR SUPPORT TO
KNOW HOW TO PACKAGE AND PRESENT THEIR MESSAGE TO THESE
POTENTIAL COLLABORATING INSTITUTIONS IN ORDER TO GET THE
MUCH NEEDED SUPPORT TO ENHANCE PHYTOSANITARY SYSTEMS.

CHAIR PERSON, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

WE ARE ALIVE TO THE REAL IMPACT OF COVID 19 GLOBALLY AND
THE NEGATIVE IMPACT IT CAUSED ON THE SMOOTH CELEBRATION OF
THE IYPH 2020, WHICH AMONG THEM, WERE CANCELLATION OF
PHYSICAL MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS AS WELL AS
FIELD DAYS, SHOWS, EXPOS AND TRADE FAIRS MEANT TO RAISE
AWARENESS ON PLANT HEALTH AND RELATED MATTERS. | HOWEVER,
WISH TO SALUTE THE FAO, IPPC, RPPO, NPPOS AND MANY OTHER
ACTORS IN THE PLANT HEALTH FRATERNITY FOR THE INITIATIVES THEY
EMBARKED ON IN THE WAKE OF COVID 19 TO STILL PROGRESS
INITIATIVES AND ACTIVITIES MEANT TO CELEBRATE THE IYPH.

LAMBIA WAS NOT LEFT OUT IN THE CELEBRATION OF THIS VERY
IMPORTANT NOBLE CAUSE. LIKE MANY OTHER MEMBER STATES AND
PARTNERS, ZAMBIA CAME UP WITH A NUMBER OF INITIATIVES AND
EMBARKED ON A NUMBER OF ACTIVITIES TO CELEBRATE THIS
IMPORTANT YEAR. THESE INCLUDED THE PRODUCTION OF VARIOUS
AWARENESS MATERIALS SUCH AS CAPS, T-SHIRTS, POSTERS,
BROCHURES, HOLDING OF STAKEHOLDERS AWARENESS MEETINGS
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AND WORKSHOPS. FURTHER, AT GOVERNMENT LEVEL, ZAMBIA
ELEVATED THE PORTIFOLIO OF THE PLANT QUARANTINE AND
PHYTOSANITARY SERVICE (PQPS), WHICH IS THE DESIGNATED
NATIONAL PLANT PROTECTION ORGANIZATION (NPPO) OF ZAMBIA,
FROM A UNIT UNDER THE MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE TO A FULLY-
FLEDGED DEPARTMENT WITH ADDITIONAL STAFF IN ORDER TO
ENHANCE PHYTOSANITARY WORK.

DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

FURTHERMORE, ITS A DELIGHT TO SHARE WITH YOU THAT THE
GOVERNMENT  OF ZAMBIA, UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH (IYPH) INTERNATIONAL
STEERING COMMITTEE (ISC), PROPOSED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
OBSERVANCE BY THE UN SYSTEM OF 12TH MAY AS THE
INTERNATIONAL DAY OF PLANT HEALTH (IDPH). SO FAR, THIS
PROPOSAL HAS RECEIVED OVERWHELMING SUPPORT FROM THE
IPPC COMMUNITY AND ITS COOPERATING PARTNERS. AS | SPEAK,
THE RESOLUTION IS AT ITS FINAL STAGE AND ONLY AWAITS
PRESENTATION TO UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY LATER THIS
YEAR FOR ENDORSEMENT. ZAMBIA IS THEREFORE, PROUD TO BE PART
OF THESE CELEBRATIONS.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

| HAVE NO DOUBT THAT MANY INITIATIVES AND ACTIVITIES
IMPLEMENTED SO FAR HAVE MADE SOME SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
TOWARDS REALIZATION OF THE OBJECTIVE OF THE INTERNATIONAL
YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH. SIMILARLY, THE HOLDING OF SEMINARS,
WORKSHOPS, MEETINGS AND CONFERENCES BY THE INTERNATIONAL



PLANT PROTECTION CONVENTION (IPPC), REGIONAL PLANT
PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS (RPPOS) AND NATIONAL PLANT
PROTECTION ORGANIZATIONS (NPPOS) AROUND THE THEME OF THE
INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF PLANT HEALTH 2020 HAVE YIELDED A
SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON REALIZING THE OBJECTIVE OF THE IYPH
2020.

| DO BELIEVE THAT THE OUTCOMES OF THESE ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN
IN 2020 AND IN 2021 WILL TRIGGER FURTHER REFLECTIONS ON THE
STATUS OF PLANT HEALTH AROUND THE WORLD AND STRESS THE
IMPORTANCE OF PLANT HEALTH IN CONTRIBUTING TO ACHIEVING
SOME OF THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS. FURTHER, THE
ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN WILL ALSO ENHANCE COOPERATION BY
RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS IN TACKLING INVASIVE PLANT PEST
SPECIES.

CHAIR PERSON, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,

AS | CONCLUDE, | WISH TO STATE THAT WHILE THE IYPH CELEBRATION
MAY HAVE BEEN FOR A STIPULATED PERIOD, AWARENESS CREATION
ON PROTECTING PLANTS AND THE ENVIRONMENT AND THE
IMPORTANCE OF THIS EFFORT IN FIGHTING HUNGER AND POVERTY,
WILL LIVE ON AND SHOULD BE PERPETUATED BY EVERYONE
GLOBALLY.

| THEREFORE, IMPLORE ALL PARTNERS TO JOIN FAO, IPPC, RPPOs,
NPPOs AND VARIOUS PUBLIC AND PRIVATE RESEARCH BODIES TO
SHARE BEST PRACTICES AND WORK HAND-IN-HAND AT GLOBAL,
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVEL, AND ENCOURAGE ALL



STAKEHOLDERS FROM ALL SECTORS TO WORK TOGETHER TO SUSTAIN
PLANT HEALTH AND ACHIEVE THE UNITED NATIONS SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT GOALS.

WITH THESE REMARKS, | WISH ALL OF YOU AN ENJOYABLE
CONFERENCE AS WE TOGETHER CONTINUE TO FIGHT PLANT PEST
SPECIES FOR SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE, THE ENVIRONMENT AND
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.

THANK YOU AND MAY THE GOOD LORD BLESS YOU ALL.



